Local Walks in Appin

The following walks are all in the Appin area, and are easily accessible.  There are many other walks a little further away, so please ask us if you are interested.  We have various booklets with walks and maps and we can tell you about places we like. 

Times are approximate for the total walk.

(1)
Clach Tholl

A pleasant circular walk around the point at Port Appin with lovely views out to sea.  Look out for the huge limestone arch left by a previous sea level.  You may see seals on the rocks at the point.  You can park behind the Pier House Restaurant or at the village hall beside the Lighthouse Exhibit.   40 mins

(2) 
Jubilee Bridge and Castle Stalker

Walk down to the police station and along the main road towards Oban for 300m until you get to the cycle track, which follows the old railway line. Turn right past the primary school and keep going either to the Jubilee Bridge (a wooden walkway over Loch Laich) or along to Castle Stalker.  Very photogenic at high tide and sunset.  30 – 40 mins
(3)
Glen Stockdale
At the end of our drive, turn right towards the farm. At the farm go through two gates onto the rough road which leads up the Glen. The road runs out at an old bridge.   1 hour

A much longer walk is possible – all the way up through the glen, across a small section of forest and then back down the forestry track to join the main road at the point where the cycle track currently begins/ends. You can then walk the 6 miles back to Appin along the cycle track – or time it to catch a bus!  3 to 4 hours
(4)
Beinn Donn

This is the hill up behind Kinlochlaich.  At the moment the easiest way is up past the tennis court and over the deer fence on the left by means of the stile just behind the wooden bench.  Go up the field with the fence on your right and through into the next field.  Don’t cross the burn on your right at the first obvious crossing, but go on another 30 metres or so to the next crossing. Then head diagonally up and across to the next wee burn and from there you should be clear of the bracken and trees. Once you are onto the rough hill you can walk in any direction (you will need to climb one or two fences). Basically if you keep going up, after a few false summits you will reach the top of Beinn Donn.  The views are fantastic as you go up, so you don’t need to go all the way to the top!   1 to 2 hours

(5) & (6)
Forestry Tracks

Park your car by the entrance, and follow the forestry road.  Both these areas have had the conifers cleared and there are nice views and easy walking or cycling on a hard track.

(7)
Sutherlands Grove

There are a variety of walks mapped and marked by Forest Enterprise.  The short walk – 30 minutes – goes through a planting of huge trees to a dramatic waterfall.

(8)
Glasdrum Nature Reserve
This is 1.5 miles along the Invercreran road (left at the first roundabout).  The entrance is on the left with car parking and a picnic spot.  The walk goes up and down the hillside through native woodland and home to the rare Scottish black butterfly.   20 mins

(9)
Community Woodland
Take the road at the head of Loch Creran, through Glen Creran, for 

2.5 miles, until you come to a car park at the end.  At the beginning of the left hand of two tracks (it’s possible to walk all the way to Ballachulish/Glencoe from here), there’s a footpath on the left.   This woodland belongs to the Appin community and is evolving.  There is a wooden Jubilee 2002 Bridge over a fast flowing burn, and a circular walk with interpretation posts around the hillside, with wonderful views across to Beinn Sgulaird.   
At the highest furthest corner, a short muddly track leads to the Fairy Bridge. Well worth the 10 minute detour.  50 mins

(10)
Forestry Walk at Lurignish

Take the main road north and after the big bends, half a mile after Appin House, turn right along a small unmarked side road.  You will come to a forestry entrance on your right.  The hillside has been cleared of conifers and after only 10 minutes, you have views up and down Loch Linnhe.  A fantastic spot to watch the spring and summer sunsets.

Last but not least – the Isle of Lismore

The ferry from Port Appin goes every hour and takes passengers and bicycles.  We highly recommend a day out on the island.  It’s very relaxed and the views are lovely.  There are lots of interesting and historical things to see – a broch, castles, limestone kilns, an ancient church.  There is an excellent Heritage Centre with a reconstructed croft house, interpretation displays and a really good café or you can borrow a thermos and take a picnic. Take swimming things, a sun hat and waterproofs!
Cycling around Appin
There are several parts of Appin that are fun to cycle.   Some involve short sections of the main road which are not suitable for small children.   However if you can take bikes in the car you can access the best  rides.

Cycle Track from Oban to Fort William

Several sections of this are now in place. The stretch through Appin can be accessed from Kinlochlaich without going on the main road – please ask for the route.

You can cycle about 6 miles towards Oban. Over Creagan Bridge, along a lovely stretch into Sutherland’s Grove (see Walks (7)) and then on to the Sea Life Centre.

You can also cycle about 6 miles in the other direction towards Fort William going past Castle Stalker.
There is a small section in Duror, 10 mins drive north of Appin, which goes from the turn-off to the delightful Cuil Bay (the nearest beach to here) to the Holly Tree.
There is another good section from the Holly Tree Hotel, 15 mins drive north of Appin, which goes as far as Ballachulish Bridge and past the golf course. There is spur beside the main road all the way to Glencoe. In Glencoe village you can cycle up by the wee Lochan.
The Isle of Lismore

A really interesting, peaceful and easy place to cycle for all the family.  It’s best to go by bike as you can then get round most of the island. Please read the local walks page.   We also have a booklet and map of the island.

Glen Creran

You could cycle from here, along the cycle track, or take the bikes in the car.   Take the first left exit off the roundabout before Creagan Bridge.  There is a layby on the right after a few hundred metres.  This road is now pretty quiet, but it gets even quieter when you get to the head of the loch (where you could also park) and continue straight on up the Glen.  At the end of the tarmac road if you take the left fork , you can continue into the oak woods.  On your return you could continue round the other side of  upper Loch Creran and back over Creagan Bridge.
The Back Roads of Appin

There is a nice circuit taking what we call the middle road (turn right at the top of the hill as you go out of the village towards Oban), turn right along the shore road to Port Appin and turn right again at Airds Hotel to return to the main junction at Gunn’s Garage.  For a longer circuit you can start by travelling towards Oban on the cycle track, and where the cycle track crosses the main road, you take the small road signposted North Shian and come back round the coast to Port Appin. These roads are not suitable for very young children.
The Forestry Roads (5) and (6), described on the local walks page, can also be cycled, but you will have to lift your cycle over the entrance gates.  
Jubilee Bridge

It is possible to do a short round trip over the Jubilee Bridge.
Please ask if you want some more explanations and suggestions.

If you are keen to do some ‘real’ mountain biking, head for Glencoe Mountain or Nevis Range, where the World Mountain Biking Championships are held!

